11 May 2004

Mr David Armstrong
Group Editor-in-Chief 

South China Morning Post

16/F Somerset House
Taikoo Place
979 King’s Road 
Quarry Bay 
Hong Kong
Dear Mr Armstrong

Enquiry for an Opportunity to visit South China Morning Post

We are class 1B of the Diploma of Computer Science at Chu Hai College. Since last year, we have been reading your newspaper, together with other news sources such as CNN.com and Time.com, as part of our English reading assignments. Before, we hardly read any news in English. Since we’ve begun, we’ve found an interesting aspect of English news. It seems the reports carried by your newspaper, as well as those of other English news sources, are a bit less sensational, and perhaps slightly more objective, than most of the Chinese newspapers we read in Hong Kong. What puzzles us is the cause of this nuance. Is the difference a result of editorial policies, or the training of reporters? We had a discussion on this and no conclusion came out of it. We would like to know what do you think.

We are also fascinated by how newspapers are produced. We have seen newsreel of newspapers churning from machines. It’s amazing how things are done. The editorial process and the mechanics of physical production are all subjects of curiosity to us. 

We believe it would be a good education if we could come and visit your newspaper. There is so much we like to learn there. Is it possible then, sir, that we could have an opportunity to visit SCMP some time in the coming June? It would be easier for us if we could come on Saturdays; but if we must, we are sure our College could make arrangements for us to come on weekdays as well. We have 30 students in our class.




We look forward to hearing the good news from you soon. For logistics arrangements, please give Mr John Mok, our lecturer, a call at 2408-8949, or e-mail him at jmok@chuhai.edu.hk.   

Sincerely yours
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