4 November 2004

Mimi,
Talk to your Presidents

The president's name is Dr Chang, and his e-mail is chang@chuhai.edu.hk.  The vice-president is Dr Kong, and his e-mail is cs@chuhai.edu.hk.  They just complained today about not having enough students talking to them directly about students' concerns.  So, write them or drop in to see them.

One thing I would like to suggest to you is: learn to be open-minded.  That is, do not be in haste to make value judgment.  In our world, there are so many different people with diverse backgrounds, upbringings, education levels, religious beliefs, etc., etc.  It’s normal for people having different views.  It would be abnormal--don’t you agree?--if all our views were the same.  I always remind myself to respect others' views, be they different, or disagreeable.  Yes, it’s tough to deal with people disagreeing with us.  We could even feel depressed if the disagreement is extreme or violent...but that’s also something we have to learn to deal with.  That’s part of growing up, part of learning to be more open-minded. 

To be open-minded means also not to hide behind anonymity.  Don’t tell me anything that you cannot share with others.  I don’t like to hear“secrets.”  As you are a graduate student of the Chinese Department, you must have read 論語 (if not, it must be the most important book you have to read this year).  What did 孔子 tell us to behave?

君子坦蕩蕩。

There is not much an educated person should hide from others.  I’ve read論語 a couple of times from cover to cover, and I still read passages from論語 from time to time.  It’s a great book.  We can learn a lot from it, particularly on how to deal with people and with ourselves.  Go read 論語 and learn from the great teacher himself. 

Best regards,

John Mok

PS: Please type your e-mail in size 12 of 新細明體, and when you type in Word, use size 12 of Times New Roman.
