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Course Aims
This is a 2-semester course which is benchmarked against Grade E and above in Advanced Supplementary (AS) Level Use of English and aims:  

· To generally raise students’ English level to a comfortable PASS in AS Level Use of English and preferably to the B2 Level on the Common European Framework for Languages (CEF);

· To facilitate and enable students to build a solid foundation in English for academic pursuit and for professional communication in their future career.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
	No.
	CILOs
	Weighting 
(if applicable)

	1.
	Communicate fluently and effectively in writing and in speech;
	

	2.
	Command enough vocabulary for effective communication for academic and professional purposes;
	

	3.
	Use standard referencing and annotation format as a first step in their attempt at writing academic papers and reports.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs):
	TLAs
	CILOs to be addressed

	Lectures 
	1-3 

	Short tasks performed by students, using specially prepared task sheets
	1-3

	A year-long project
	1-3

	Role-plays and other simulation activities 
	1-2

	2 writing assignments
	1-3

	Group discussions and presentation
	1-2

	Research work and homework
	1-3


Assessment Tasks (ATs)
A number of Assessment Tasks (ATs) will be used to assess students’ performance in relation to specific Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs).  
	Type of Assessment Task
	Weighting
	CILOs to be addressed

	2 In-class Assignments
	  10%
	 1-3

	Project Enhancement Sessions
	  10%
	 1-3

	Project
	  20%
	 1-3

	Homework and Participation
	  20%
	 1-3

	Final Examination
	  40%
	 1-3



Format and Requirements 

Class Format: One 2.25 hours general meeting each week, consists mostly of group discussion and presentation of materials you are asked to read a week earlier. The two assignments and the project will also be done and expected to be finished in class. 

Class participation will count. In order to promote discussion, I will break the class down into small groups. I expect every student to contribute to class discussions. Because most of our classes will be spent discussing and presenting the readings and other topics, keeping up with your reading is extremely important. Come to class having read the assigned material carefully, and prepared to listen to your classmates, to engage in conversation, and to debate with them. You will not be expected to have brilliant insights every time, but to voice your thoughts and interpretations, however green or unformed, is welcome and encouraged. 

Plagiarism is strictly forbidden. Students who plagiarize will receive 0 mark in the project. When writing your project report, give full acknowledgement for all information obtained from sources outside the classroom. All ideas, arguments, and direct phrasings taken from someone else's work must be identified and properly footnoted. 

Lesson Plan

	Week
	Date
	Topics/Tasks

	1
	02/02
	Course introduction; break students into 6 groups for discussion purposes.
Oral practice—have each student give a 3-minute introduction of himself/herself, as well as a review of their project work accomplished so far, including problems encountered and helps needed, if any. Homework: read Sherlock Holmes’s "Silver Blaze," and write down the plot, the main characters, the crime, and how it was solved. 

	2
	02/09
	Students’ self introduction and project review continued. 
Group discussion of "Silver Blaze," a) list the clues and hints that lead to Holmes solving the case; and b) fallacies of the story plot, if any. Presentation from each group of the results of a) and b).
Homework: read others’ criticisms (good and bad) of “Silver Blaze” and list them out—remember to quote the sources. Submit the typed homework of 02/02.

	
	02/16
	Lunar New Year Holiday

	   3
	02/23
	Students’ self introduction and project review continued, and finished. Group discussion: the good and bad reviews of “Silver Blaze.” Group presentation of the reviews. Homework: Read about Socrates and Plato in Wikipedia, prepare for project seminar by writing down problems and questions you have encountered. Submit the typed homework of 02/09 (footnoting required).

	4
	03/02
	Project seminar 1
Project enhancement session 1: Questions from students on their project problems. Proper sentence structure—students come out to write sentences on white board, followed by corrections and discussions. 
Class work: discuss the contributions of Socrates and Plato, followed by presentation.
Homework: a) read Plato’s “Apology,” and b) find out the meanings of logic, deduction, induction, premises, conclusions, inferences, & validity. 

	5
	03/09
	Logic and Argumentation I
Group discussion of a) gist of Plato’s “Apology,” and b) Socrates’ arguments for accepting the death sentence. Group presentation of a) and b), and presentation and discussion of such terms of logic-- deduction, induction, premises, conclusions, inferences, validity. Homework: read about the controversies involving the Hong Kong-China Express Railway, and list out all the controversies. 
Submit the typed homework of 03/02 (the meanings with proper footnoting).

	6
	03/16
	Logic and Argumentation II
Group discussion of the case and of the controversies of the Hong Kong-China Express Railway. Each group formulates arguments for and against each controversy. Group presentation of the controversies and the arguments, followed by class discussion. 
Homework: grammar review—tenses, active/passive voices.
Submit the typed homework of 03/09. 

	7
	03/23
	Project enhancement session 2: do work sheets on active/passive voices and tenses.
Assignment 1 to be done in class.
Homework: read about writing reports, table of contents, abstracts/ executive summary.

	8
	03/30
	Writing Academic Reports I
Class work: write a) a detailed table of contents for your case for or against building the Hong Kong-China Express Railway, and b) an abstract/executive summary of it. Submit the class work. 
Homework: a) read about Conclusions and Recommendations, Footnoting, Bibliography, Illustrations, Appendices; b) write down questions and areas you would like to discuss in grammar.  

	
	04/06
	Easter Holiday

	9
	04/13
	Writing Academic Reports II
Class work: write the Conclusions and Recommendations for your case on the Hong Kong-China Express Railway. Submit the class work.
Referencing exercise, if needed.
Project enhancement session 3: students raise grammar questions, followed by discussions and practices. 
Homework: read about meeting agenda.

	10
	04/20
	Group dynamics and group communication I
Class work: write a meeting agenda, and submit the class work.
Homework: read about meeting minutes.

	11
	04/27
	Group dynamics and group communication II
Class work: write a meeting minutes, and submit the class work.

	12
	05/04
	Project enhancement session 4: students raise grammar questions, followed by discussions and practices. 
Assignment 2 to be done in class.
Homework: read about standard procedures for conducting meetings. 

	   13
	05/11
	Group dynamics and group communication III
Class activity: run procedures for conducting formal meetings. Homework: finalize your project report, with all supporting documents ready.        

	   14
	05/18
	Project seminar 2: go through the project report individually with students. Homework: finalize your project report and bring all supporting documents to class next week.

	   15
	05/25
	Finalizing written project report in class (500-word report)

	16
	06/01
	Optional class for revision and feedback.

	   17
	06/08
	Final Examination

	  
	
	   


Reading Materials
Notes prepared by the lecturer, see www.e2121.com/chuhai/ENG101. 

"Silver Blaze" by Sherlock Holmes: http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/d/doyle/arthur_conan/d75me/chapter1.html  
“Apology” by Plato: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/apology.html 


Online Reference
E-books
http://www.e-book.com.au/freebooks.htm (annotated links to free e-books worldwide),
http://2020ok.com/ (links to free e-books by subjects),
www.btinternet.com/~glynhughes/squashed/index.htm (Squashed Philosophers),
http://www.cloudcraft.com/knowledge (100 Best Free Online Books for an Education—listed by Will Durant)
http://etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/meta/titles.html (University of Adelaide Library).

Open coursewares
www.ocwconsortium.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12&Itemid=26  (a link to open coursewares worldwide),
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm (MIT),
http://webcast.berkeley.edu/ (University of California at Berkeley),
http://open.yale.edu/courses/ (Yale University),
http://www.core.org.cn/core/localcourse/course_subject.aspx (open coursewares in China).

Encyclopaedias
www.wikipedia.org, http://www.britannica.com/.

Search engines
www.google.com, www.yahoo.com.

News websites
www.cnn.com, http://news.bbc.co.uk, www.time.com, http://www.nytimes.com/. 

Dictionaries/references
http://www.m-w.com/, http://hk.dictionary.yahoo.com/, http://www.acronymfinder.com/, http://translate.google.com.hk. 

English learning
http://www.englishclub.com/, http://www.onestopenglish.com/, http://www.world-english.org/listening.htm, http://eleaston.com/world-eng.html#dialect.                   
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