How do you find the premise(s) and conclusion(s) in a text? 

Conclusions are usually at the end, but sometimes at the beginning of an argument.
Example 1: I loaned you $10 last Friday.  
              (premise* 1a) 

I loaned you $10 more last Saturday.  

(premise 1b)

You haven’t paid any of it back.  

               (premise 2)

So, you owe me $20. 



 (conclusion)

*‘premise’ means a statement or idea on which reasoning is based. Every separate argument should have 2 premises and 1 conclusion.

Example 2: You owe me $20.  


(conclusion)

After all, I loaned you $10 last Friday; 

(premise 1a)

I loaned you $10 more on Saturday;

               (premise 1b)

and you haven’t paid any of it back.

               (premise 2)

Conclusion markers: conclusions are often signposted with words or phrases like:

	Therefore
Thus
So
Hence
Consequently
In conclusion
	I/We conclude (that)

It follows (that)
Shows (that)
Proves (that)
Indicates (that)
Demonstrates (that)
For these reasons, we see (that)
	Modal verbs (have to, ought to, must/may/might/can/could/should/ )

+ Modal phrases (possibly, maybe, perhaps, necessary, necessarily)


Try inserting these in the examples above, e.g.   This proves that you owe me $20.

Premises can be mixed in with conclusions:
Example 3A: John is either at the pub, or at the football match.               (premise 1)

But since the football match ended hours ago, 


(premise 2)

John must be at the pub. 




               (conclusion)

Notice that that the second sentence contains both a premise and the conclusion.  We could rephrase the example as:

Example 3B: John is either at the pub, or at the football match.                 (premise 1)

The football match ended hours ago. 



  (premise 2)
Therefore, John must be at the pub.



                 (conclusion)


Rephrased again,
Example 3B: John is either at the pub, or at the football match. 
   (premise 1)
The football match ended hours ago. 



   (premise 2)


Thus, John is at the pub.




                  (conclusion)

Example 4: Everyone must be at their place of business for the town inspection.
          (premise 1) 
John owns and operates the pub. 





           (premise 2)
Consequently, John must be at the pub. 




           (conclusion)

Premise markers: premises are often signposted with words or phrases like

	Since
Because
For
 

	Follows from

May be inferred from
May be deduced from
	As shown by (the fact that)
As indicated by (the fact that)
On the grounds that
For the reason that
After all


Try inserting these in the examples above, e.g.  Since John owns and operates the pub, …

Adapted from http://www.ux1.eiu.edu/~cfbxb/class/1900/inf/markers.htm 

