Adverbs of Frequency

Adverbs of frequency always come before the main verb in the sentence:

  Charles Dickens never forgot his poor childhood.

        S   +  Adv + V  +   dirO

This also happens in the following examples where there is an auxiliary verb as well as the main verb:

  I have never seen him before.

  You must always be polite to her.

  Cats don’t always fight dogs.

   S + Aux. + Adv + V + …

Note: there is one exception and that is the verb to be. When be is in the present simple or the past simple, the adverb comes after be:

  He was always late.

  She is often early.

   S+BE+Adv+…

Adverbs like always, never, sometimes, often, tell you how often something happens or happened:

  The postman always rings twice.

Adverbs like soon, already, tell you when something happens or happened:

  The war will soon be over. 

Soon here tells you when the war will be over.

These adverbs are used to answer the following questions:

1. how often:

A. How often can you see Mt Fuji from Tokyo?

B. You can never see Mt Fuji from Tokyo. There is too much pollution.

2. when:  

A. When will the TV play again?

B. It has already begun.

3. questions which have ever in them:

         Have you ever been to Georgia?

         Do you ever go climbing?

         When the answers to these questions is “Yes”, you do not use ever in the answer:

A. Have you ever been to Georgia?

B. Yes, I’ve often been to Georgia.

When the answers is “No”, you can use ever, but you usually use never:

A. Do you ever go climbing?

B. No, I never go climbing.

No, I don’t ever go climbing. (This answer is not often used, though grammatically correct.)

            ------------------------------

The relationship between the adverbs which answer the question how often can be shown like this:

always …………………………………………………………………………… (100%)

usually ………………………………………………………………………

often ………………………………………………………………..

sometimes …………………………… (50%)

seldom ……………………

rarely ……………

never (0%)

