Articles

What is an article? Basically, an article is an adjective. Like adjectives, articles modify nouns.

English has two articles: the and a/an. The is used to refer to specific or particular nouns; a/an is used to modify non-specific or non-particular nouns. We call the the definite article and a/an the indefinite article.
You use the indefinite article a/an:

1. To talk about something for the first time: There’s a kitchen and a dining room.

2. To describe “one of many”: Christianity is a religion.

3. With jobs: I’m a teacher. She is an engineer.

4. With certain expressions of quantity: a little food, a few beds, a couple of friends.

5. Only with singular count nouns: a bottle of water, a new glass of milk.
6. Use a for nouns and adjectives which begin with a consonant sound, and an for nouns and adjectives which begin with a vowel sound: a boy, an armchair, an honor, an easy way, a beautiful girl, a user (sounds like 'yoo-zer,' i.e. begins with a consonant 'y' sound, so 'a' is used); a university, a unicycle, an unusual problem, a European country (sounds like 'yer-o-pi-an,' i.e. begins with consonant 'y' sound), a uniform, an elephant; an egg; an apple; an idiot; an orphan,  
You use the definite article the:

1. To talk about something again: In the kitchen there’s a table, and on the table there’s a cat.

2. With certain places and names: the Alps, the USA, the West.

3. When there is only one: the president, the government, the sun, the weather.

4. To refer to a specific or particular member of a group: the most popular movie of the year; Islam is the religion practiced by all the believers in the Koran.
5. When information given in the sentence limits the plural count noun to a specific category: Christianity and Buddhism are the religions practiced by our classmates (meaning: Christianity and Buddhism are all the religions practiced by our classmates.)
Christianity and Buddhism are religions practiced by our classmates” is also correct, meaning: Christianity and Buddhism are two/two of the religions practiced by our classmates.
Singular count nouns

-  All singular count nouns must be preceded by either an indefinite article (a or an) or a definite article (the).

Plural count nouns
· When the plural count noun does not represent all the nouns in the group, no article comes before it. E.g., Islam and Hinduism are religions.

· When information given in the sentence limits the plural count noun to all the nouns in a specific category or group, the definite article the is used. E.g., Islam and Hinduism are the religions practiced by the majority of the people on the Indian subcontinent.

Non-count nouns

· Non-count nouns are always singular because they cannot be counted. E.g., honesty, knowledge, wisdom, ignorance, information, evidence, research and advice are examples of non-count nouns. 

· No article comes before them when a specific reference is not being made. But when it is obvious that a specific reference is being made, the definite article the is used. E.g., The honesty of the man is his greatest virtue.

You don’t use an article:

1. With plural and uncountable nouns when you talk about things in general: There are tables and chairs in the room. There’s lots of food. He spilled milk all over the floor. I love to sail over water. (“I love to sail over the water” is also correct, meaning “I love to sail over some specific water,” such as certain lake or river.)
2. When it is obvious that the plural count noun does not represent all the nouns in the group: Islam and Hinduism are religions.

3. With certain expressions: at home, at work, in bed, by car.
4. With meals, languages, most countries, most towns, most mountains, most islands, streets, continents, sports, academic subjects: Let’s have lunch. Speak English. We live in France. She lives in Hong Kong. Jacks lives in Bute Street. Sue climbs Mount Everest for fun. He lives in Easter Island. She went to Europe last summer. They play football. She is good in mathematics.
5. With parts of the body: I’m washing my hair.
Geographical use of the:
There are some specifc rules for using the with geographical nouns.

Do not use the before:

· names of most countries/territories: Italy, Mexico, Bolivia; however, the Netherlands, the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, the United States, the Vatican, the People’s Republic of China, the United Kingdom, the Gambia

· names of cities, towns, or states: Seoul, Manitoba, Miami 
· names of streets: Washington Blvd., Main St. 

· names of lakes and bays: Lake Titicaca, Lake Erie except with a group of lakes like the Great Lakes 
· names of mountains: Mount Everest, Mount Fuji except with ranges of mountains like the Andes or the Rockies or unusual names like the Matterhorn 
· names of continents (Asia, Europe) 

· names of islands (Easter Island, Maui, Key West) except with island chains like the Aleutians, the Hebrides, or the Canary Islands 

Do use the before:

· names of rivers, oceans and seas: the Nile, the Pacific 

· points on the globe: the Equator, the North Pole 

· geographical areas: the Middle East, the West 
· deserts, forests, gulfs, and peninsulas: the Sahara, the Persian Gulf, the Black Forest, the Iberian Peninsula
Omission of Articles

Some common types of nouns that don't take an article are:

· Names of languages and nationalities: Chinese, English, Spanish, Russian 

· Names of sports: volleyball, hockey, baseball 
· Names of academic subjects: mathematics, biology, history, computer science
“the” in front of country names
國 家 或 城 鎮 等 冠 以 the 字 ， 有 規 則 可 循 嗎 ？ 


國 家 、 城 鎮 名 稱 ， 一 般 不 用 冠 詞 （ article ） a 、 an 、 the 。 不 過 ， 假 如 國 名 帶 republic （ 共 和 國 ） 、 kingdom （ 王 國 ） 、 union （ 聯 邦 ） 等 普 通 名 詞 （ common noun ） ， 或 是 用 複 數 形 式 ， 則 要 加 the 字 ， 例 如 the Irish Republic （ 愛 爾 蘭 共 和 國 ） 、 the Republic of China （ 中 華 民 國 ） 、 the Middle Kingdom （ 中 國 ） 、 the Byzantine Empire （ 東 羅 馬 帝 國 ） 、 the Soviet Union （ 蘇 聯 ） 、 the Philippines （ 菲 律 賓 ） 、 the United states （ 美 國 ） 、 the Netherlands （ 荷 蘭 ） 等 。 但 假 如 叫 荷 蘭 做 Holland ， 則 不 必 加 the ， 例 如 ： Have you ever been to Holland / the Netherlands ？ （ 你 有 沒 有 去 過 荷 蘭 ？ ） 留 意 the United states 等 習 慣 配 單 數 形 式 動 詞 ， 例 如 ： Is the Philippines a democracy ？ （ 菲 律 賓 是 不 是 民 主 國 家 ？ ）

此 外 有 幾 個 國 家 的 名 字 比 較 特 殊 ， 要 加 the: the Ukraine （ 烏 克 蘭 ） 、 the Vatican （ 梵 蒂 岡 ） 、 the Gambia （ 甘 比 亞 ） 。

Pronunciation:

· "A" is used before a consonant sound, even if it is written as a vowel (a uniform, a user, a university; a unicycle, a European country). 

· "An" is used before a vowel sound, even if it is written as a consonant (an honour, an unusual problem).

· "The" is pronounced "the" before a consonant sound (the uniform) and "dee" before a vowel sound (the H-bomb).  
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