Direct and Indirect Speech 

Direct speech is a way to express a sentence; it gives us the exact or original words of the speaker; and we can find inverted commas ('......') in Direct Speech         .

Indirect speech is another way to express a sentence, with the exact or original words of the speaker are repeated or reported by somebody without changing the meaning of the
sentence, and no inverted commas are necessary.


Examples:

He said, 'I  am writing a letter.'
He said that he  was writing a letter.

Peter said, ' The train leaves at five o'clock tonight.'
Peter said that the train left at five o'clock that night.

The lady said, 'I  am going there tomorrow.'
The lady said that she  was going there the next day.

John said, 'My sister will go to school.'
John said that his sister would go to school.


When we change Direct Speech to Indirect Speech, we have to change the following items:

tenses, special words, pronouns, punctuations and others.


Tenses:

	DIRECT SPEECH
	INDIRECT SPEECH
	EXAMPLES

	Simple Present
	Simple Past
	write -- wrote

	Present Continuous
	Past Continuous
	is / am / are writing -- was / were writing

	Present Perfect
	Past Perfect
	has / have written -- had written

	Simple Past
	Past Perfect
	wrote -- had written

	Past Perfect
	Past Perfect
	had written -- had written

	Future
	
	will / shall write -- would write


Special Words:

	DIRECT SPEECH
	INDIRECT SPEECH

	may
	might

	can
	could

	this
	that

	these
	those

	here
	there

	now
	then / at once

	ago
	before

	today
	that day

	tomorrow
	the next day

	yesterday
	the day before / the previous day

	last night
	the night before / the previous night

	must
	had to


Pronouns, Punctuations and Others:

Pronouns:

we -- they
                                I -- he / she
                                my -- his / her
                                our -- their
Punctuations:

     e.g.     question marks -- full stops
                                           cancelled the inverted commas

Others:

You may add the word 'that' into the sentences of Indirect Speech.
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