English Idioms

· A blessing in disguise is a good thing that you don't recognize at first as a good thing.
· A person who has "a chip on his shoulder" is angry because of some thing that happened in the past. To start a fight, men used to put chips of wood on their shoulder and challenge others to "try to knock it off". You can use the definite article ("the") which sounds more general ("a chip on the shoulder"), but more often people use the personal pronoun ("his", "her", "their") to say that that specific person has "a chip on his (her, their) shoulder."
· If a thing is very common and easy to get, we say it is "a dime a dozen."
· A drop in the bucket" is a something that is not important because it is very small.

· A penny saved is a penny earned means that little by little you will save money by not spending your money. Mary said, "My dad never lets me spend money on things I don't need. He always says a penny saved is a penny earned."
· Something that is very easy to do is "a piece of cake". "A piece of cake" is so easy to do that it is like eating a piece of cake.
· When you say something by accident - something which you did not mean to say - you have made a slip of the tongue. When you are walking and one of your feet slip, you lose your footing and sometimes you fall down; when you make a slip of the tongue, you misstep with your words (the tongue) and say something that you did not plan to say.
· Someone gives you "a taste of your own medicine" when they act towards you the same way you act towards others in order to teach you a lesson about the way you are acting. If a man acts rudely to others, for example, acting rudely back to him would be giving him "a taste of his own medicine."
· When something is a "toss-up", we are not sure what the result will be. The analogy is to tossing a coin as a way of making a decision. When "flipping" (or "tossing") a coin there is a 50 percent chance that the toss will end up one way and a 50 percent chance that the toss will end up another way. When something is very close and we can't tell if it should be one way or the other, we say that it is a toss-up.
· "A wolf in sheep's clothing" is a dangerous person pretending to be harmless. 扮豬吃老虎

· An arm and a leg is a high price to pay.
· If you would do something quickly and easily, without thinking about it, you would do it at the drop of a hat.
· You are beating a dead horse when you insist on talking about something that cannot be changed.
· To say that one is stuck "between a rock and a hard place" stresses that there are two forces which are restricting one's movement. Often it is the opposite direction of these forces that causes the sticking point. One is unable for some particular reason to do something that one would like to do, such as act or not act in a certain way.
· Every cloud has a silver lining means that you should never feel hopeless because difficult times always lead to better days. Difficult times are like dark clouds that pass overhead and block the sun. When we look more closely at the edges of every cloud we can see the sun shining there like a silver lining. Every cloud has a silver lining means that the sun shining at the edges of every cloud reminds us that every difficult situation has a bright side. 守得雲開見月明

· "Neither a borrower, nor a lender be" says that it is best to not lend [money] to other people and to not borrow from other people. When we lend something we risk losing both the thing we lend and the friendship with that other person. {from Hamlet by William Shakespeare; Polonius speaking: "Neither a borrower, nor a lender be; For loan oft loses both itself and friend"}
· To say "not a chance" is to say that something will not happen. "Not a chance" is a strong way of saying "no"; it can be used as a simple response.
· To put yourself in a risky position in order to help another person is to go "out on a limb" for them. As you climb "out" farther "on a limb" of a tree, there is a greater chance that the limb might break and you would be hurt.
· We say "shake a leg" when we are waiting for someone and we want them to go faster. The same as “move faster,” “get going.”
· You are as sick as a dog when you are very sick with a cold, flu, or stomach problem.
· When you decide to do something different to change your life for the better, you are turning over a new leaf.
· "Two wrongs don't make a right" means that it is never right to wrong someone, even if they have wronged you first. Their "wrong" plus your "wrong" together would not make a "right."
· We say "without a doubt" to express that something is certain. "Without a doubt" is often used as a response to a yes-no question.
· You can't judge a book by its cover means that before you can judge something, you need to take a deeper, closer look at it.
· You do "an about face" when you begin facing one direction, then you turn completely to face in the opposite direction. The term "about face!" is used in the military: The drill sergeant shouts "About face!" and all of the soldiers turn in one step to face the opposite direction. To "do an about face" is also to change your position on something and take the opposite position.
· You are "out and about" when you go out of your place and you move about to different places. When you say he is out and about, you are not being specific about where he has gone.
· "Absence makes the heart grow fonder" means that the time you spend away from one you love makes you love that person even more. 君子之交淡如水

· "Actions speak louder than words" means that your actions (what you do) communicate more clearly than your words (what you say). It is as if they were louder than words.
· You add fuel to the fire when you do something that makes a bad situation worse. 火上加油

· You are working against the clock when you are trying to finish your work within a limited amount of time. 

· You go against the grain when you make life more difficult by acting against the wishes of others. To go against the grain is to do things in a way that is different from what is normal and accepted. Wood grows in a way that makes it easy to cut in one direction (with the grain) and hard to cut in the other direction (against the grain).
· When we are in a defensive position and have to make choices that we would not like to make, we say that we have our "back up against the wall". 退無可退

· "Fair and fair alike" reminds us that what is fair for one person should be fair for another; the rules of fairness must apply evenly to all.
· "Great minds think alike" means that great people think about things in similar ways. 英雄所見畧同

· People who are all bark and no bite threaten to do things that they are not really willing or able to do. They are like dogs that bark to make you afraid, but they will not bite you. 大聲夾冇準、得把口

· People who are all in the same boat must work as a team because they face the same challenges together. When people forget that they are part of a team, we can remind them by saying, "We are all in the same boat". 同舟共濟

· All that glitters is not gold means something which seems valuable at first may turn out to be worthless.
· To "put all your eggs in one basket" is to risk losing everything all at one time.
· You have "an axe to grind" with someone when you are angry with that person and you plan to confront them. Saying you have "an axe to grind" expresses that you are angry with that person and will have a heated discussion with them.
· To "keep an eye on" someone is to watch that person carefully.
· To "rub salt in an old wound" is to intentionally cause someone to feel pain by revisiting a painful experience. 在傷口上撒鹽

· "A fool and his money are easily parted" means that it is easy for a foolish person to lose his money. If you spend money carelessly and are cheated easily then you are a fool.
· In and out is the way you know something when you know it very well. When you add the s and say the ins and outs, you are talking about the special ways that you know to do something, when you know it very well. Grammar point: In and out acts like an adverb ("I know this in and out"). The ins and outs acts like a noun ("Teach me the ins and outs").
· Neck and neck refers to the state that two competitors are in when they compete evenly in a race. We can imagine two people running in a race side by side barely "necking" ahead of each other. Both of them strain to stick their heads forward as the first one to cross the finish line is the winner.
· You are "on pins and needles" when you are very nervous about something happening. You are "on pins and needles" when you feel as if you were walking with pins and needles "on" the floor beneath your feet; if you made one wrong step you might get stuck painfully by the pins and needles!
· To go out of the frying pan and into the fire is to get out of one difficult situation only to end up in another. 

· "Pro" means for, and "con" means against; "the pros and cons" are the reasons for and against doing something. The pros and cons are also the good and bad aspects of some thing.
· To fight violently is to fight "tooth and nail," with every "tooth" and every "nail. Animals sometimes fight violently with every tooth (in their mouth) and every nail (on their claws). To fight "tooth and nail" is to fight completely and with everything you have. Note: "Tooth" and "nail" are both singular in "tooth and nail."
· You "wine and dine" someone when you take them out to nice restaurants and treat them to expensive food and drink.
· When many different things are going wrong in a short period of time people sometimes say "If it's not one thing, it's another!" This is to say that if "one thing" is not causing a problem, "another" is. 禍不單行

· It’s anyone's call means it is difficult to judge the outcome of a competition, or it is too close to call.

· The apple of your eye is that person (or thing) that you care for the most. The original meaning of the apple of your eye is the pupil, or the round black spot in the middle of the eye. It is as if that person's reflection can be seen in the pupil ("apple") of your eye.
· "Idle hands are the devil's tools" says that people (especially children) are more likely to get into trouble when they feel bored and have nothing to do. The "Devil" (in the Christian bible) is the bad angel who fights against God by getting people to do bad things. The Devil uses whatever tools are available. "Idle hands" are the hands of a person who is not doing anything. "Idle hands are the devil's tools" because when you are not busy you may end up doing things which you should not do.
· The bigger they are, the harder they fall means that it is more difficult to beat stronger opponents, but we can beat them, and when they lose they suffer a bigger loss. The word harder has two meanings here. First, it is harder (more difficult) to beat them; and second, when they lose they go down harder (more painfully).
· A person who has been "around the block" has experience, because they have been to different places and done different things.
· You are "beating around the bush" when you talk about things indirectly, not stating exactly what you mean.
· When in Rome, do as the Romans do means that when you are visiting a new place, you should try to do as the people do who are from the place. 入鄉隨俗

· Your guess is as good as mine means I don't know. 
· At wit's end means not able to come up with a solution. Your "wit" is your imagination and your creativity which help you to find solutions, but sometimes it seems like our wit is at an end, and will not give us the answer we need.
· Burning the candle at both ends means working for many hours without getting enough rest. 焚膏繼晷、夜以繼日。
· The straw that broke the camel's back is the last thing you are willing to accept after which you will not put up with any more, or it is the last thing that happened that finally made you upset. There is a limit to how much straw (long yellow grass) a camel can carry on its back. If you keep putting more straw on top, it will finally break the camel's back. When you are at the last straw you are finally angry and will not take any more.
· You let the cat out of the bag when you tell a big secret. A secret is like a cat that has been kept in a bag. Once you let the cat out of the bag, it goes wherever it wants. The person who told the secret is the one who let the cat out of the bag.
· When "the ball is in your court", it is your turn to act and you must do something. A tennis ball goes back and forth between two players; you must hit the ball when it is in your court.
· When you are looking for something that is not where you are looking, you are "barking up the wrong tree." You are like a dog that is barking up at a tree that has nothing in it. This may also mean trying to find the answer to some problem by using the wrong approach. You are "barking up the wrong tree" when you are trying to find something, but you are looking in the wrong place.
· Let bygones be bygones means to forget about the disagreement. A "bygone" is something which has already happened; the time when it happened has "gone by". We say "let bygones be bygones" to people who have had a disagreement in the past when we want them to move forward leaving their disagreement in the past. {often used with: Forgive and forget}
· Get up on the wrong side of the bed means to have a bad day. When you have been having a bad day all day, you got up on the wrong side of the bed. It is as if we started our day ("got up") in the wrong way ("on the wrong side of the bed") and that has affected everything else that happened since.
· Putting your best foot forward is stepping forward and doing your very best. To show others (put... forward) your best effort (your best... foot) is putting your best foot forward. You say put your best foot forward to encourage others to try hard and do their best.
· "The best of both worlds" is to have the best aspects of one choice and the best aspects of another choice when you have been asked to select between two choices. Often we cannot, but sometimes we find a way to have "the best of both worlds."
· Better late than never means that it is better to do something late than to never do it at all. Better late than never means that even if you are going to be late, you should still go ahead and do the thing, because it is better to do it late than to never do it at all.
· The early bird catches the worm means that the person who arrives early will be successful. When birds are competing to catch one worm, the bird that arrives early will catch the worm. At times there is only one "worm" and only one "bird" can catch it, so the bird to arrive early catches the worm.
· Birds of a feather flock together means that people who are similar to each other often spend time together. We know that birds are of the same type when they have the same feathers; they are of a feather. Birds flock when they join together in groups with other birds. Just as birds "of a feather" often flock with other birds of the same "feather", so do people who are like each other spend time together. People ("birds") who are similar to each other ("of a feather") often spend time ("flock") with each other ("together").
· To take on a responsibility which is too large for you to manage or to take on a challenge that is too big for you to accomplish is biting off more than you can chew. When eating food, you first bite off a piece, then chew it, and swallow it. If you bite off more than you can chew, you have taken a bite so large that you are not able chew it.
· You "bite your tongue" to keep yourself quiet and not say what you want to say. It is not always right to speak out and express what comes to mind; at times you should bite your tongue and keep quiet.
· To "bite the hand that feeds you" is to harm someone who has been helping you. 

· You are the pot calling the kettle black when you point to another person and accuse that person of doing something that you are guilty of doing yourself. "The pot" (for cooking) and "the kettle" (for boiling water) sit on the stove over the fire and become black from the flames. The pot and the kettle are like old friends who have turned black with time; the pot only sees the blackness which is on the kettle; he doesn't see the black on himself.
· People in the same family are related by blood and "blood is thicker than water" says that family ("blood") relations are more important than relations with friends. "Blood is thicker than water" compares the thickness of blood (family relationship) to the thickness of water (friendships) and says that our family relations are more important ("thicker") than all others. 血濃於水

· Something that happens out of the blue is sudden and unexpected. It is as if suddenly it started raining on a day when the sky was clear and blue.
· To rock the boat is to risk upsetting a group situation. People in a group on a small boat need to work together. If one person moves suddenly, the whole boat could rock dangerously.
· When you absolutely will not allow a person to do something you might say "over my dead body." The [literal] meaning is that you will stand in the way of that person and only if they kill you and walk over your dead body will they be able to do what they want.
· Break the tie means to finally determine a single winner. Under the rules of a game, a score is tied when both sides have won the same number of points. A tie is broken when something happens that gives the final victory to one side or the other. After a tie is broken, the contest is no longer considered a tie since one side has won and the other has lost.
· We say "water under the bridge" to refer to past experiences and conflicts which we have decided to forget. This idiom compares these memories of the past to water which has passing under [the] bridge. 事過境遷

· Our relationships with others are like bridges that take us from one place to another; when we "burn our bridges" we destroy our relationships and it is difficult to go back. "Don't burn your bridges" means that it is important to remember and value the relationships that get you where you are and not damage those relationships.
· To "go for broke" is to risk everything on one chance to win big. To be "broke" is to have no money; you "go for broke" when you risk losing everything for one chance to win big.
· "Rome was not built in one day" says that we should not expect to build something great ("Rome") in a short period of time ("one day").
· You are "burning the midnight oil" when you are working hard late into the night. Before they had electric lamps, people used oil-burning lamps to read or work in the darkness at night. When you are working very hard until late at night you are "burning the midnight oil." (bone up on)

· Everything but the kitchen sink is what you brought with you when you included almost everything you could think to bring. When we we are deciding what to bring with us, we try to take everything possible. But some things, like the kitchen sink, are just not convenient.
· To "raise Cain" is to cause trouble and disturb others. Adam is the first man in the old Judeo-Christian bible and he raised a son named Cain. Adam and Cain fought often and their relationship was filled with trouble.
· Icing on the cake means a second great thing happens in addition to the first. When one great thing happens, then another great thing happens on top of it, the second thing is the icing on the cake. 錦上添花

· Drastic times call for drastic measures means we need to take extreme actions here. Difficult situations require us to take actions that would be considered extreme if taken in other situations. {also: "desperate times call for desperate measures."}
· Can't cut the mustard means not good enough to participate. When you are not able to perform at the required level, you can't cut the mustard. If you don't work hard enough, or if you just aren't good enough, you can't cut the mustard.
· Roll out the red carpet means to give a grand welcome to an important guest. It was a custom in past times to roll out a long red carpet for an important guest who was arriving. They could walk from their car to the building in style, without getting their feet dirty.  隆重歡迎
· Curiosity killed the cat reminds us that being too curious can be dangerous. Curiosity killed the cat recalls a story in which "the cat" was killed because he was too curious and followed "curiosity" too far. Cats are curious animals that like to investigate, but their curiosity can take them places where they might get hurt. Children especially, like cats, are curious and like to test to find out what is dangerous.
· "Don't count your chickens until they're hatched" means that you can hope certain things happen in the future, but you cannot know for sure that they will happen until they actually do happen. "Chickens" start out as eggs, and you can count the eggs, but not all of the eggs will hatch to become chickens. "Don't count your chickens until they've hatched" means don't make plans based on something happening until that thing has already happened.
· Skeletons in the closet are things about your past which you would prefer not to tell to other people.
· You go cold turkey when you suddenly stop taking a drug which you had been taking regularly. Going cold turkey is when you stop taking some habit forming drug (such as smoking or drinking) by stopping completely, all at once. It can be uncomfortable ("cold") at first, even painful, for a person to go cold turkey.
· "Come hell or high water" makes clear that some future event will happen and no other event will stop it from happening. Even if events became totally chaotic ("hell") or there were natural disasters ("high waters") the future event would still occur, no matter what else happens.
· We say "two's company; three's a crowd" because sometimes two people are having fun together and would not have as much fun if a third person joined them.
· "Par for the course" is what is normal and acceptable for a particular situation. "Par" on a golf "course" is the average number of strokes a golfer needs to get the ball in all the holes; "par for the course" is what is usual and expected.
· An old superstition says that if you cross your fingers (usually two fingers of the same hand) it will bring good luck. The meaning of don't cross your fingers changes a bit. It means don't hope too much for what you want to happen, because there is a strong chance that it might not happen. It means that you should not have expectations that are too high.
· To cry over spilled milk is to remain upset about a past loss. When milk has been spilled, it is wasted and cannot be used. There is no reason to keep complaining over the loss. Note that either of the words spilled or spilt can be used.
· To cry wolf is to call for help when you are not really in danger. There is a story about a boy who liked to cry "Wolf!" pretending that he was going to be eaten by a wolf. When people came running to help him, they found the boy laughing because he was not really in danger. This happened a number of times until people stopped believing him when he cried, "Wolf!" Finally, the boy was attacked by a real wolf and no one came to save him because they all thought he was just crying wolf. 狼來了
· Take a shot in the dark is to take a guess at the answer to a question when you do not feel that you know the facts. To take a shot is to guess at the answer. You are in the dark when you are not clear about the facts. You take a shot in the dark when you try to guess the answer to a question but you are not sure of the facts.
· When you do not know something, you are "in the dark". When you are in the dark, it is as if the lights were off and you could not see.
· A dead heat refers to a race that has resulted in a tie, or a winner cannot be determined in this particular contest. This word "heat" is a counting word for a single speed race, such as a swimming or a running race. The "heat" is referred to as a "dead" because it is not possible to declare a winner. If the rules of the competition do not allow for a tie, another means must be found to settle the contest.
·  The devil is in the details means the difficult part is in the many small details. The devil is known for always make life difficult for man in many small ways.
· “To err is human, to forgive divine" says we should try hard to forgive others because all people are human and make mistakes.
· Dog-eat-dog describes a world in which people fight for themselves only and will hurt other people. It's a dog-eat-dog world means that you must first watch out for your own interests, because other people will be watching out for theirs. There is no letter s at the end of any of the words in dog-eat-dog.狗打狗
· A dog who has misbehaved may be put on a leash and forced to stay in the doghouse. A person who is "in the doghouse" [with someone] has likely done something to anger that person and will have to face some kind of punishment.
· To "let sleeping dogs lie" is to avoid restarting old conflicts. Revisiting an old conflict is like waking a sleeping dog; we are better not to do it.
· You are looking a gift horse in the mouth when you receive a gift and then you question the value of that gift. You are like a person who has been given a horse as a gift (a gift-horse) and you are looking into the horse's mouth to see if it is in good health. You should be thankful when you receive a gift, and not wish for something better. Don't look a gift horse in the mouth means don't measure the value of something that you have received for free.
· When there is no need to tell someone something, you can say "what they don't know won't hurt them." Example: "Don't tell your father what happened; what he doesn't know won't hurt him." Since he won't be hurt by not knowing, there is no need to tell him.
· Down to the wire means the winner will be determined at the last instant. The "wire" is an analogy for the finish line. The first person to cross the finish line is the winner.  When a race is very close it is not clear who the winner is until they "cross the wire." A contest goes "down to the wire" when it comes right down to the finish line before the winner can be determined.
· Something is split down the middle when it has been divided and the two sides are of the same amount. The "split" emphasizes the act of dividing, while "down the middle" emphasizes that the two amounts have been divided evenly. In the case of counting votes to determine the winner in an election, it might not be possible to declare a single winner immediately if both sides have scored the same number of votes. "The election is split down the middle with no clear winner at the moment."
· Lend me your ear is a polite way of asking for a person's full attention to listen to what you will say. You say lend me your ear when you want to speak directly to people about things that are important. William Shakespeare used lend me your ear in the play Julius Caesar when Mark Antony says: "Friends, Romans, countrymen; lend me your ear."
· The ends justify the means refers that our actions are called for by this situation. The "ends" are our end goals and the "means" are the specific actions we take to achieve those goals. "The ends justify the means" when the actions we take are considered acceptable because of the specific end results we want to achieve.
· You are "finding your feet" when you are learning what to do and becoming more comfortable acting in a certain type of situation. It takes time to find your feet, because you need to learn what to do and become comfortable doing it.
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