Present Simple: Be, Have, Do.

Be (Affirmative)

The subject and the form of the verb be are often joined. In speech, am, are and is are usually shortened (or contracted) to ‘m, ‘re or ‘s:

	Subject
	Be
	Example

	 I
	 am (‘m)
	 I am thirsty.            I’m thirsty.

	 You
	 are (‘re)
	 You are smart.          You’re smart.

	 He
	 is (‘s)
	 He is mad.             He’s mad.

	 She
	 is (‘s)
	 She is pretty.           She’s pretty.

	 It
	 is (‘s)
	 It is expensive.         It’s expensive.

	 We
	 are (‘re)
	 We are early.           We’re early.

	 They
	 are (‘re)
	 They are late.          They’re late.


Be (Negative)

To form negative sentences with be add not after the form of the verb be. There are two ways of shortening (contracting) the forms. You can either shorten not to n’t and add it to the form of the verb be:

    He isn’t smart.

Or shorten the form of the verb be and add it to the noun or pronoun subject:

    He’s not smart.

If you do this, the not stands out and the sentence can sound more emphatic.

With I you can only shorten am to ‘m and add it to I:

    I’m not interested.

	Subject
	 Be    not
	              Example

	 I
	 am    not
	                    I’m not interested.

	 We
	 are  not (aren’t)
	 We aren’t hungry.     We’re not hungry.

	 You
	 are  not (aren’t)
	 You aren’t ready.      You’re not ready.

	 They
	 are  not (aren’t)
	 They aren’t stupid.     They’re not stupid.

	 He
	 is   not (isn’t)
	 He isn’t bored.        He’s not bored.

	 She
	 is   not (isn’t)
	 She isn’t fat.          She’s not fat.

	 It
	 is   not (isn’t)
	 It isn’t useful.         It’s not useful.


Have/Has (Affirmative)

In speech, have is usually shortened (contracted) to ‘ve and joined to the subject, and has is usually shortened to ‘s. This is especially true in British English. When British people make the contraction with ‘ve or ‘s, they usually add got:

    I’ve got a computer.

    She’s got a blue dress.

This is less common in American English where the contractions ‘ve and ‘s are less common.

    I have a computer.

    She has a blue dress.

	 Subject
	 Have
	             Example

	 I
	 have (‘ve got)
	 I have a computer.       I’ve got a computer.

	 We
	 have (‘ve got)
	 We have black hairs.     We’ve got black hairs.

	 You
	 have (‘ve got)
	 You have a book.        You’ve got a book.

	 They
	 have (‘ve got)
	 They have lots of money.  They’ve got lots of money.

	 He
	 has (‘s got)
	 He has a blue shirt.       He’s got a blue shirt.

	 She
	 has (‘s got)
	 She has pretty eyes.       She’s got pretty eyes.

	 It
	 has (‘s got)
	 It has an appendix.        It’s got an appendix.


Have/Has (Negative)

With have it depends on whether you add got or not. If you add got then you add not to the form of the verb have:

	 Subject
	 Have/Has  not
	 Got
	         Example

	 I
	 have   not (haven’t)
	 got
	 I haven’t got a pink shirt.

	 We
	 have   not (haven’t)
	 got
	 We haven’t got enough time.

	 You 
	 have   not (haven’t)
	 got
	 You haven’t got a pen.

	 They
	 have   not (haven’t)
	 got
	 They haven’t got the uniform.

	 He
	 has    not (hasn’t)
	 got
	 He hasn’t got a camera.

	 She
	 has    not (hasn’t)
	 got
	 She hasn’t got a calendar.

	 It
	 has    not (hasn’t)
	 got
	 It hasn’t got a refrigerator.


If you don’t add got, you usually use a form of the verb do or does plus not before the verb have:

	 Subject
	 Do/Does  not
	 Have
	           Example

	 I 
	 do    not (don’t)
	 have
	 I don’t have a bicycle.

	 We
	 do    not (don’t)
	 have
	 We don’t have time.

	 You
	 do    not (don’t)
	 have
	 You don’t have enough water.

	 They
	 do    not (don’t)
	 have
	 They don’t have a car.

	 He
	 does  not (doesn’t)
	 have
	 He doesn’t have a laptop computer.

	 She
	 does  not (doesn’t)
	 have
	 She doesn’t have a yellow dress.

	 It
	 does  not (doesn’t)
	 have
	 It doesn’t have a heater.


If you don’t use got, you can also put not after the form of the verb have or has. With this negative form, we always shorten not to n’t and join it to the form of the verb have or has:

    We haven’t time.

    He hasn’t any brothers.

(This is not a popular form of writing, though.)

Do/Does (Affirmative)

For I, you, we, they use the simple stem of the verb (usually the do in between the pronoun and the verb is hidden unless used for emphasis):

     I (do) play.

     You (do) play.

     We (do) play.

     They (do) play.

For he, she and it, add –s to the stem:

     He plays.

     She plays.

     It plays.

Note: If does is used for emphasis, then the –s is not added:

     He does play.

     She does play.

     It does play.

Sometimes you have to make other changes. If the word ends in a consonant + y, change the last letter of the word to –i and add –es:

     study    becomes studies

     cry      becomes cries

If the word ends in –ch or –sh or –o, add –es:

     watch    becomes watches
     finish    becomes finishes
     go      becomes goes
     do      becomes does

Do/Does (Negative)

To form negative sentences, add a form of the verb do plus not before the stem of the verb. These are often joined to form don’t or doesn’t:

	 Subject 
	 Do not/Does not
	Stem
	            Example

	 I

 You

 We

 They
	do not (don’t)
	drink

watch

sing

eat
	I don’t drink milk. 

I do not drink milk.

You don’t watch sports on television.

You do not watch sports on television.

We don’t sing in class.

We do not sing in class.

They don’t eat meat.

They do not eat meat.

	 He

 She

 It
	does not (doesn’t)
	play

 speak

like
	He doesn’t play basketball.

He does not play basketball.

She doesn’t speak French.

She does not speak French.

It doesn’t like the food.

It does not like the food.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------

How to Form Questions

Be

Put the form of the verb be in front of the subject to make a question:

	Be
	 Subject
	 Example

	  am
	  I
	 Am I late?

	are
	  we

you

  they
	 Are we on time?

 Are you tired?

 Are they here?

	is
	  he

  she

  it
	 Is he tall?

 Is she pretty?

 Is it dirty?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb be to the answer:

    Am I late?         Yes, you are.

    Are they here?      No, they aren’t.

Have

When you add got to have, form the question by putting have or has in front of the subject and got after the subject: 

	 Have/Has
	 Subject
	 Got
	Example

	Have
	  I

  we

you

they
	 got
	 Have I got enough money?

 Have we got enough time?

 Have you got a car?

 Have they got any books?

	Has
	  he

  she

  it
	 got
	 Has he got a pen?

 Has she got a dog?

 Has it got any advantages?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb have to the answer:

    Have we got enough time?      Yes, we have.

    Has she got a dog?             No, she hasn’t.

Note:

If you add got to the answer, then you have to add something like “one” or another number or a quantity determiner like “many” or “a lot”.

   Has it got any advantages?        Yes, it has.

                                 Yes, it’s got many.

                                 No, it hasn’t.

                                 No, it hasn’t got any.

   Have you got a car?              Yes, I’ve got one.

                                 No, I haven’t got one.

If you use have without got, then the questions can be formed in one of two ways.

The first way is to treat the verb have as a normal regular verb and put a form of the verb do in front of the subject:

	Do/Does
	Subject
	Have
	Example

	Do
	 I

 we

 you

 they
	have
	 Do I have enough time?

 Do we have enough money?

 Do you have a blue dress?

 Do they have any books?

	Does
	 he

 she

 it
	 have
	 Does he have a pen?

 Does she have a book?

 Does it have any disadvantages?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb do to the answer:

     Do you have a blue dress?     Yes, I do.

                               No, I don’t.

     Do we have enough money?   Yes, we do.

                               No, we don’t.

The second way is to put the form of the verb have in front of the subject:

     Have I enough time?

     Have they any books?

     Has it any disadvantages?

This is a less common form of question with have. The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb have to the answer:

     Have they any books?        Yes, they have.

                               No, they haven’t.

     Has it any disadvantages?     Yes, it has.

                               No, it hasn’t.

Do/Does

Put do or does before the subject and the verb stem to make a question:

	 Do/Does
	 Subject
	 Stem
	              Example

	Do
	I

you

we

they
	speak

drink

leave

like
	Do I speak clearly?

Do you drink coffee?

Do we leave at 6:30?

Do they like orange juice?

	Does
	she

he

it
	know

eat

rain
	Does she know any French song?

Does he eat rice?

Does it rain a lot in July?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and a form of the verb do:

     Do I speak clearly?                           Yes, you do.

     Do you drink coffee?                          Yes, I do.

     Do we leave at 6:30?                           No, you don’t.

     Does she know any French song?                 Yes, she does.

     Does it rain a lot in July?                        No, it doesn’t.
    ---------------------------------------------------------------------------

When to Use Them:

Be

1. To express feelings.

a) I’m bored.

b) She’s happy.

c) They’re sad.

2. To express physical feelings.

a) The baby’s hungry.

b) He’s thirsty.

c) I’m tired.

3. To give our occupations or professions.

a) I’m a teacher.

b) She’s an accountant.

c) He’s a painter.

d) They’re builders.

4. To talk about people’s appearances, characteristics or personalities.

a) They’re intelligent students.

b) He’s a helpful man.

c) She’s a pretty girl.

5. To apologize.

a) I’m sorry.

b) I’m very sorry I can’t come to your party.

6. To introduce ourselves and others.

a) I’m Mary and this is Edward.

b) I’m Jack and I study at Chu Hai College of Higher Education.

7. To describe the weather.

a) It’s raining.

b) It’s very cold today.

8. To describe situations.

a) It’s a difficult problem.

b) It’s an interesting idea.

9. To Talk about the time.

a) What time is it?

b) It’s 3 o’clock.

10. To describe places.

a) It’s a hilly area.

b) Hamburg is the greenest city in Germany.

c) Toronto is the largest city in Canada.

      -------------------------------------------------------

Have/Has

1. To show possession or talk about the things we own.

a) I have (I’ve got) a blue jean.

b) He has (He’s got) a new pair of shoes.

c) They have (They’ve got) a new house.

2. To say how many people there are in our family.

a) They have (They’ve got) one daughter.

b) She has (She’s got) a sister and two brothers.

c) I have (I’ve got) two brothers.

3. To talk about illnesses or health conditions.

a) I have (I’ve got) a headache.

b) He has (He’s got) a flu.

c) She has (She’s got) high blood pressure.

4. To talk about time.

a) Have you got the time?

b) I haven’t got enough time to finish this project.

5. To describe the contents of a place.

a) The house has (The house’s got) six bedrooms.

b) They have (They’ve got) 50,000 books in the library.

c) The library has (The library’s got) 50,000 books.

6. To talk about ideas or problems.

a) I have (I’ve got) an idea. Why don’t we try it this way?

b) They have (They’ve got) many problems.

7. To describe people’s appearance of personality.

a) She has (She’s got) a kind face,

b) The teacher has (The teacher’s got) a lot of patience.

c) He has (He’s got) small feet.

         --------------------------------------------------

Do/Does

1. For customs and habits. You use the present simple to talk about customs and habits.

a) In Hong Kong, we sit at a table for our meals. 

b) We usually arrive five to ten minutes earlier for a meeting.

c) In the United States, people drink coffee at the end of the dinner party and then they leave.

d) Men generally wear a suit when they go to work in Hong Kong.

e) The Post Office opens at 9 o’clock.

2.  For routines. You use present simple to talk about routines or actions that happens regularly.

a)  She gets up at 6:30 in the morning.

b)  He goes to school at 7:30.

c)  Mary plays tennis every weekend.

3.  For general truths, principles or facts. You use present simple to speak of general truths, principles or to state a fact.

a)   The sun rises from the east.

b)  We deposit and withdraw money in a bank.

c)  Some vegetarians eat fish but they do not eat meat.

d)  Winds carry weather balloons around the earth at a height of 24 kilometres.

4.  For personal characteristics. You use present simple to talk about personal characteristics.

a)  She plays the piano.

b)  He smokes a pack of cigarettes a day.

5.  To express opinions.

a) I think New Zealand is beautiful.

b) He thinks accountants are boring.

c) They believe everything they read.

----------------------------------------
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