Question Structure

Who, What, Where, When, Why and How are question words. They are used to form questions and often come at the beginning.

Who and What can be used as subjects as well as question words. If they are used this way, the order for the question is:

	Subject (Who/What)
	 Verb
	 Object
	 Example

	Who
	is
	that man
	Who is that man over there?

	What
	is
	your name
	What is your name?

	Who
	was playing
	the piano
	Who was playing the piano this morning?

	What
	happened
	
	What happened last night?

	Who
	is coming
	
	Who is coming to dinner?

	Who
	came
	
	Who came to the meeting?


When we use Who, What, Where, When, Why and How as question words, the form of the question is very regular. The order of other words after these question words is the same as the order of questions.

	Question word
	Verb
	Subject
	Verb
	Example

	Who
	are
	you
	going to
	Who are you going to meet tomorrow?

	Who
	did
	you
	meet
	Who did you meet yesterday?

	What
	is
	she
	studying
	What is she studying at college?

	What 
	did
	he
	say
	What did he say to her?

	Where
	are
	they
	going
	Where are they going for their holidays?

	Where
	will
	you
	go
	Where will you go after school?

	When
	did
	we
	see
	When did we see you last time?

	Why
	did
	you 
	say
	Why did you say that?

	How
	will
	I
	know
	How will I know the answer is right?


When to use the question words

Who refers to a person:

  Who is coming to dinner?

  Who is that in the orange shirt?

What refers to a thing:

  What is that?

  What is your daughter’s name?

Where refers to a place:

  Where are you going?

  Where is the theatre?

When refers to a time:

  When are they arriving?

  When did they live in Manila?

Why asks for a reason for something:

  Why did you say that?

  Why is he shouting?

How refers to the way or manner in which something is done:

  How are computers made?

  How did you come to work?

We can also add words to How, such as How long? How far? How much? How many?:

  How long is the rope?

  How far is Fangling from Tsuen Wan?

  How much does it cost?

  How many books did you buy?

        ------------------------------------------------------------

How to form questions with be, have (has, had), and do (does, did):

BE

Put the form of the verb be in front of the subject to make a question:

	Be
	Subject
	                     Example

	am
	I
	Am I late?

	are
	you

we

they
	Are you tired?

Are we on time?

Are they here?

	is
	she

he

it
	Is she hungry?

Is he smart?

Is it blue?

	was
	I

she

he

it
	Was I successful?

Was she early for the meeting?

Was he here yesterday?

Was it fun?

	were
	we

you

they
	Were we successful?

Were you late for the appointment?

Were they at home when you phoned?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb be to the answer:

    Am I late?        Yes, you are.

    Are they here?     No, they aren’t.

HAVE, HAS

When you add got to have, form the question by putting have or has in front of the subject and got after the subject:

	Have/Has/Had
	Subject
	Got
	Example

	Have
	I

you

we

they
	got
	Have I got enough time?

Have you got a car?

Have we got enough money?

Have they got any books?

	Has
	she

he

it
	got
	Has she got a pen?

Has he got a pencil?

Has it got any disadvantages?

	
	
	
	


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb have to the answer:

  Have you got a car?        Yes, I have.

  Have they got any books?    No, they haven’t.

If you add got to the answer, then you have to add something like “one” or another number or a quantity determiner like “many” or “a lot”.

  Has it got any disadvantages?        Yes, it has.

                                  Yes, it’s got many.

                                  No, it hasn’t.

                                  No, it hasn’t got any.

  Have you got a car?                Yes, I’ve got one.

No, I haven’t got one.

If you use have without got, then the questions can be formed in one of two ways.

The first way is to treat the verb have as a normal regular verb and put a form of the verb do in front of the subject:

	Do/Does/Did
	Subject
	Have
	Example

	Do
	I

you

we

they
	have
	Do I have enough time?

Do you have a car?

Do we have enough money?

Do they have any books?

	Does
	she

he

it
	have
	Does she have a pen?

Does he have a pencil?

Does it have any disadvantages?

	Did
	I

you

we

he

she

they
	have
	Did I have a meeting last Monday?

Did you go to the cinema with them?

Did we have fish for lunch last week?

Did he do the work?

Did she buy the book?

Did they have a holiday last summer?


The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb do to the answer:                            

  Do you have a car?          Yes, I do.

                            No, I don’t.

  Do we have enough money?   Yes, we do.

                            No, we don’t.

  Did she buy the book?        Yes, she did.

                            No, she didn’t.

If we don’t know the answer we can say “I don’t know” and we do not usually use the pronoun and do, does or did:

  Do we have enough money?   I don’t know.

  Did she buy the book?        I don’t know.

The second way is to put the form of the verb have in front of the subject:

  Have I enough time?

  Have they any books?

  Has it any disadvantages?

This is a less common form of question with have. The answer can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and the form of the verb have to the answer:

  Have they any books?       Yes, they have.

                           No, they haven’t.

  Has it any disadvantages?    Yes, it has.

                           No, it hasn’t.

DO, DOES, DID

Put do, does or did before the pronoun or subject noun and then add the verb stem to make a question:

	Do, Does, Did
	Subject
	Stem
	Example

	Do
	I

you

we

they
	speak

drink

leave

like
	Do I speak clearly?

Do you drink coffee for breakfast?

Do we leave at 6:30?

Do teachers like testing their students?

	Does
	she

he

it
	know

eat

rain
	Does Katie know any Japanese song?

Does Jack eat rice?

Does it rain a lot in the summer?

	Did
	I

you

we

they

he

she

it
	play

jump

finish

act

do

want

rain
	Did I play well?

Did you jump?

Did we finish?

Did they act quickly?

Did he do the work?

Did she want it?

Did it rain there?


The answer to these questions can be “Yes” or “No” but we usually add the pronoun and do, don’t, does, doesn’t, did or didn’t after the pronoun:

  Do I speak clearly?         Yes, you do.

  Does Jack eat rice?          No, he doesn’t.

  Did you jump?             Yes, I did.

  Did it rain here?            No, it didn’t.
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