Question Tags

If we want to ask for information we usually use the standard question form. However, sometimes we just want to keep a conversation going, or confirm information. In this case, question tags are often used to solicit input or confirmation to what we are saying. 

How to Form Question Tags
There are three main patterns.
	
	Statement
	Tag
	

	A
	Positive
	Negative
	It’s your birthday, isn’t it?

	B
	  Negative
	Positive
	It isn’t your birthday, is it?

	C
	  Positive
	Positive
	It’s your birthday, is it?


Pattern A: positive statement + negative tag

This kind of tag asks the hearer to agree that the statement in the main clause is true. When both speakers know that the statement is true, the tag (isn’t it) is not really a request for information but an invitation to the hearer to continue the conversation.

   It’s difficult to find your way around this building, isn’t it? ~ Yes, I’m always getting lost in here.

   That was fun, wasn’t it? ~ Yes, I really enjoyed it.

When the statement is clearly true, then the speaker uses a falling intonation on the tag.

   It’s cold, ↓ isn’t it?

But when the speaker is not sure if the statement is true, then the tag is more like a real question, a request for information. The speaker’s voice rises on the tag.

   You have central hearing, ↑ don’t you? ~ Yes, we do. 

   We’re going the right way, ↑ aren’t we? ~ I hope so.

Pattern B: negative statement + positive tag

The use is mostly the same as for Pattern A, that is, the speaker asks the hearer to agree that the statement in the main clause is not true.

   You haven’t heard the exam results, have you? ~ No, sorry, I haven’t.

   You haven’t broken that clock, have you? ~ No, of course, I haven’t.

   You aren’t staying in bed all day, are you? ~ No, I’m getting up.

A negative statement can have a negative word other than not.

   We’ve had no information yet, have we? ~ No, we haven’t.
Pattern C: positive statement + positive tag

Pattern C also asks the hearer to agree that the statement is true. It also suggests that the speaker has just learnt, realized or remembered the information. The positive tag means that the information is new to the speaker.

   I shall have to light the fire soon. Oh, you have coal fires, do you? ~ Yes, I do.

   I can’t help you just at the moment. You’re busy, are you? ~ Very busy, I’m afraid.

   Annabelle is out in her new sports car. Oh, she’s bought one, has she? ~ Yes, she got it yesterday.

Compare patterns A and C.

   We can’t move this cupboard. ~ It’s heavy, isn’t it?

   (I already know that it is heavy.)

   We can’t move this cupboard. ~ It’s heavy, is it?

   (I have just learnt from your words that it is heavy.)
 
Exceptions
Let's go out, shall we?  (use shall after let's)
I'm older than you, aren't I?  (use aren't after I'm)
Sign here, please, will/would you?  

Pass me the salt, will/would/can/could you? 

(use will/would/can could after imperatives)
Examples:  Match The Sentence Halves.
	They enjoy playing football,...
	...don't they?

	She isn't thinking of moving,...
	...is she?

	He'll go to university,....
	...won't he?

	She hasn't studied for very long,...
	...has she?

	Jack bought a new car last week,...
	...didn't he?

	They aren't serious,...
	...are they?

	You live in an apartment,...
	...don't you?

	She doesn't speak Russian,...
	...does she?

	They won't shut up,...
	...will they?

	He isn't concentrating,...
	...is he?

	They hadn't visited you before,...
	...had they?

	This music is fantastic,...
	...isn't it?
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