Examples of plagiarized texts:

This is plagiarism (same words, no quotation marks or citation):

Original source:

" In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas." 

Student version:

In research writing, sources are cited to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas.

(The student has used the author's exact words, leaving out only a phrase, without quotation marks or a citation.)

Still plagiarism (insufficient paraphrase and incomplete source):

Original source:

" In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas." 

Student version:

In research writing, we cite sources for a couple of reasons: to notify readers of our information sources and to give credit to those from whom we have borrowed. (Hacker).

(This student has made only slight changes, substituting words such as "a couple" for "two", "notify" for "alert", and "our"/"we" for "your"/"you," leaving out a few words, and giving an incomplete citation.)

Good paraphrasing, no plagiarism, correct citation:

Original source:

" In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas." 

Student version:

A researcher cites her sources to ensure her audience knows where she got her information, and to recognize and credit the original work. (Hacker, 1995, p. 260). 

(This student has paraphrased in her own words, while accurately reflecting and citing the author's ideas.)

Another good example: quotation with citation:

Original Source:

" In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas." 

Student version:

In her book A Writer's Reference, Diana Hacker notes, "In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas." (1995, p. 260). 

By introducing his source, this student signals that the following material is from that source. All verbatim (=exactly quoted) words are in quotation marks, and the source of the quote is cited with a page number.

Sources:

Examples taken from:

University of California, Davis, Office of Judicial Affairs, Avoiding Plagiarism, Mastering the Art of Scholarship, 2006, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm#guidelines 

(accessed 27 March 2007)
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