Describing Places – What does it look like?

1. Think of a place you know, or find pictures from newspapers and magazines.  Use the

     lists below (add more words/phrases!) to describe it.

Grammar: 

There + be + noun/noun phrase + prepositional phrase (There’s a fast-flowing river in the valley.)

Subject + be + adjective (The trees are tall.)

Subject + have + noun phrase (The buildings have small windows.)

Subject + present simple for routines. (People work in the fields.)

2. Pair work: write a description of a place (it can be one you know or from a picture) but do not give the location.  The other student must guess where it is.

	prepositional phrases
	adjectives
	nouns
	verbs

	ON the left/right (hand side)

IN the middle/corner

AT the top/bottom

TO the left of

IN the top left-hand corner

IN the valley/forest/town

BETWEEN the trees/buildings

ON/AT the corner of the street

ON the coast/river

Near/opposite the shop


	Crowded, touristy,

quiet, noisy, busy,

industrial, agricultural,

flat, hilly, 

wet, rainy,

dry, hot, sunny,

cold, snowy,

convenient (for +ing)
	Mountain, hill, valley, park,

river, stream, 

road, path, highway,

coast, neighbourhood
	(Rivers)flow, 

(Rivers & roads) run, wind, curve,

(Mountains) rise, stretch


Describing the character of a place - What's it like? (Opinions)

3. Notice that the passage below does not just list famous buildings, it also has many adjectives and is divided carefully into paragraphs which describe different aspects of the place.  Read this model text, mark the topic sentences, and write the topic/s of each paragraph on the right hand side, in the margin:

Set in the heart of southern England, London is one of the biggest and busiest cities in Europe. A truly international city, London attracts millions of visitors every year from all over the world, yet never loses its own unique charm.

London has many impressive sights to see, ranging from the historical beauty of St.Paul´s Cathedral and Big Ben to Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Parliament. In this city of contrasts, you can be walking along one of the busiest streets, yet still be less than a mile from one of the many huge, peaceful parks. London is a great cultural centre, too; the National Gallery contains one of the finest collections of classical paintings in the world.

London is also well known for other things apart from its monuments and art galleries. Shoppers will enjoy visiting the department stores on Oxford Street or they could try Harrods, the most exclusive shop in London. For evening entertainment, the choice of theatre is enormous. From the famous Southbank Theatre complex to the smaller theatres on Covent Garden, there is no end of plays to see. Soho and its pavement cafés are also worth visiting.

London is an exceptional place, a truly modern city that has managed to keep its traditional style and sense of history. You may get exhausted in London, but one thing is certain; you will never get bored, as Dr. Johnson once said, “When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life.”

4. Think of an area you know (where you were born/live now?) and write a description about it, using some of the ideas below to help you.

Do you like your neighborhood? Why or why not? What do you like most? What do you dislike? 
Is your neighborhood urban, or rural? Is your neighborhood noisy at night? 


Is your neighborhood convenient for shopping? Is there a market? a convenience store? 
What other shops are there? Do you do any of your shopping in your neighborhood? Are there any good restaurants?

Is your neighborhood convenient for travel? Is it near an MTR/KCR/LRT station?  Is there a highway or a bus stop near your house? What is the parking like in your neighborhood? 


What are the facilities like in your neighbourhood? Is there a park? a library? a hospital? a cinema/movie theatre? a pool? Have you gone to any of these places recently? 

How good is your neighbourhood for free activities?  Are there any good places to walk?  for children to play? for setting off fireworks? Do you live close to a beach? a mountain? 


Is your neighbourhood well-known?  What are the most popular places in the neighborhood?

What is the tallest building in your neighborhood?  Are there any sightseeing spots in your neighborhood? Are there any festivals held in your area? 

Adapted from http://www.aichi-gakuin.ac.jp/~jeffreyb/spking/Nhood.html and 

http://www.iagcovi.edu.gt/englisch/handouts/skills/element/Describing%20places%20and%20buildings,exercise.doc 







