Book Report Guideline and Suggestions.
Paragraph 1:  What is the name of the book, and the author?  

When was it written?

What kind of book is it (a novel, a textbook)?  

Was it written for a special type of reader? 

Why did you choose this book?    Is it well-known?  Why?

Paragraph 2:
Tell the reader how you are you going to organize the description; what will you write about first, second, finally?  An example:

 

    A novel

        or

       A textbook



   - the main characters


       - the main contents



   - a summary of the story

       - the presentation/layout



   - favorite/least favorite part

   - unusual or additional features

- favorite/least favorite character
   - an example of a particular chapter

Paragraphs 3
Now start your description.  Remember to use only one main idea per sentence, and one main topic per paragraph.

Final 
What do you like or dislike about this book?  Why?  What is interesting,

Paragraph:
unusual or helpful in it?  Would you recommend it to anyone to read or use?  Why?

Bibliography:
Write the name of the author, the book title (in italics), publishing location, the publisher, the date. Example:

Isaac Asimov, Book of Facts. New York: Red Dembner Enterprises Corp., 1979, 1992.

Don’t plagiarize

If you got ideas or words from any other books, newspapers/magazines, websites, etc., you MUST list these also, or you will lose marks for plagiarism (= stealing the ideas and words of others without admitting it).

Book reviews: 
How NOT to plagiarize
This mini-book review demonstrates what to do (give your sources in the essay & bibliography) and what not to do (don’t copy)

In my essay I will review The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain.  This novel was first published in 1884, and I chose to review it because, as Ernest Hemingway said, “all modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn.” (page v. of the introduction to the Signet Classic edition, by 

James Dickey).

The book is about a young boy called Huckleberry Finn and his escape with the black servant Jim, down a river on a raft.  It is more than an adventure book, because it also talks about the relationship between people with black and white skins, and the whole concept of right and wrong behavior.  Mark Twain wrote to a friend that the whole book was about the conflict between what our conscience tells us is right and what society sometimes tells us to do, which may be quite different.  

I enjoyed the book very much because of the adventure and the ideas (which are still important, more than a century after the book was written.).  I was also pleased to find that it was sometimes very funny, although sometimes the language is hard to understand because Huck and Jim speak in American dialects and sometimes use different grammar.  My favorite parts of the book are the descriptions of the river, because it sounds very peaceful to be on a raft, floating downstream:
“We catched fish and talked and we took a swim now and then to keep off sleepiness.  It was kind of solemn, drifting down the big, still river, laying on our backs looking up at the stars.” (p.70)

Bibliography:

Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. New York: Signet Classic Edition, 1979.



Notice that:

· exact quotes are in quotation marks and have page numbers  (paragraph 1,3)

· quotes longer than 2 lines are set in from the left margin (para.3)

· the name of the person you quote from, and the place you quote from, are given in the essay  (paragraph 1)

· A quote from your main text/the book you are reviewing only needs to be indicated by page number  (paragraph 3)

· if you do not quote exactly, you have to re-word the idea you took from another source  (paragraph 2)

· the bibliography gives the name of the author, the book title (in italics), publishing location, the publisher, the date.
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