Subject: Updates on Yangtze Cruise and Vietnam Tour

August 13, 2006

Dear all, 
 

Last week, Li Lai King, Leung Lai Hing, Wong Tak Ping and I went to the tour operator Charming Holidays (翠明假期) to try to finalize the cruise details. After the meeting, there were still some details that I was missing. Confirming those took a few days. We now should have a basic picture. Leung and Wong are frequenters of tours. Leung particularly is experienced in taking cruises. Without her insightful questions, we'd probably have to waste more times. Leung has also asked for details of the Vietnam tour from other operators. I will scan up the details and upload them to http://www.e2121.com/remembrance/bhjs/tours/. Li Lai King and Leung Lai Hing are the initiators of the whole thing. I just tagged along to make notes and do the report.

 

Charming Holidys is likely the best and the most expensive operator for cruises in China. We were told that the ship Katerina is the best right now. There may be a newer ship next year, but we should look to book no less a ship than Katerina. Charming books their cruises through Victoria Cruises. For details of the cruise, go to http://www.victoriacruises.com/.

 

As of now, neither the price nor the schedule can be confirmed for next August. The earliest we can confirm on the schedule will be around January or February of 2007. We think the sooner we can confirm the schedule, the easier for overseas friends to arrange holidays. But since these cruises go all year round and there are embarkments every two to three days, there should not be too much variance from our planned schedule of August 10 to 16 for the cruise anyway.

 

The price for August 2007 cannot be confirmed until next May. The prices quoted below are those for August of this year. 

 

    ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Our planned schedule:  August 10 - 16 (7 days)  Yangtze Cruise

                                     August 17 - 19 (3 days)  Hong Kong activities

                                     August 20 - 24 (5 days)  Vietnam Tour

 

     -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Price for the cruise: HK$5,898 (including air plane tickets from Hong Kong to Wuhan and Chongqing back to Hong Kong, 5-star hotels, the cruise, the buses).

Additional:             HK$   506 (fees for airports)

                               HK$   420 (tips to tour guides, $60 per day for 7 days)

Total:                     HK$6,824.

 

For those who are travelling with a passport, there is a surcharge of HK$1,700 in addition to the above figures.

 

      -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Price for the Vietnam tour: HK$3,400 - 3,700 (Cathay Pacific)--Ho Chi Ming City and two other places.

Additional:                        HK$   450 (for visa - 1 photo required)

                                          HK$   400 (tour guides)

                                          HK$   417 (miscellaneous)

                                          US$     14 (tax for leaving Vietnam)

Total:                                 HK$4,667 + US$14 or HK$4,967 + US$14

 

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

I will upload this update to http://www.e2121.com/remembrance/bhjs/tours/ for your reference as well.

 

Mok Kwok Yum
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